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NEWS RELEASE

Nov. 12, 1992
UM PROFESSORS WIN CO M PETITIO N
FOR CREATIVE CO M PUTER PROGRAM S
MISSOULA Two University of Montana professors have won first-place awards in Zenith Data Systems’
Masters of Innovation IV 1992 competition for using creative personal-computer programming in their
teaching and research.
Associate Professor and geology department Chair Steven Sheriff won the education category
for his six computer programs on geophysics — specifically ones dealing with gravity, magnetic and
electrical applications.
Adjunct Research Professor Jerry Bromenshenk of UM’s biological sciences division took top
honors in the liberal arts and sciences category for his programs on using honey bees to monitor
environmental hazards posed by metals, radiation, carcinogenic organics and pesticides.
Thomas Fox of Pennsylvania State University won the business category, and Tomasz Muldner
of Acadia University, in Wolfville, Nova Scotia, came in first in the engineering and computer sciences
category.
For their accomplishments, Sheriff and Bromenshenk each recently received two Zenith lap-top
computers and were honored at an awards ceremony Nov. 11 at UM. The event marked the lirst time
in the history of Zenith’s competition that two first-place awards have gone to the same institution.
The competition, open to faculty and staff members at all U.S. and Canadian colleges and
universities, provides a "unique forum for teachers, researchers and administrators to share their ideas
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about how PC technology can be and is being used to address a range of educational, social and
scientific issues," according to a Zenith supplement to The Chronicle of Higher Education.

The

competition demonstrates just how alive the spirit of innovation is in educational environments
everywhere."
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Contacts: Adjunct Research Professor Jerry Bromenshenk, 243-5648, or Associate Professor Steven
Sheriff, 243-2341
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